
COMPTROLLER GENERAL OF THE UNITED STATE SW 1
WASHINGTON 25

FEB 23 1955

Mr. Fred Le 1'reu
Director, Audit Divivion
Office of the Controller
Foreig operations t.ii .nistration

Dear M. Preu:

reference is made to yc:ur lett~r of JanuarY 3, 1955* file

AUD :V)S.t1D'31 forwardint a irtter frxn 1r. Vtar.ley . NIowak

Authorized Certifvinw, ic 'L ' .nitdc' "St43tes CUperationS lli siOn

to th;e Y:hilippinez# requesting a decision felative to the print-

ing of imrvitation cardc for tihe use of the blission Director.

Fererithg as requested, is a cop) of our decision of today

to the certifying officer.

Ver. tr.l y jaE:

*tRANK 1'. sr.

%:--Comptroller General
of tlte Umited - tates

i.nclosure
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lMr. Stanley S. Nomilak
Authorized Certifying officer
United States Operations l.ission to the Philippines
Foreign Operations Administration
1.1anila, Republic of the Philippines

Dear Mr. Naowvak:

Reference is made to your letter of November 5, 195h, transmitting
two vouchers in favor of the 'oledo and Bernardo Printing Co., 2359 Y.
Colayco St., Pasay Cityr, Philippine Islands, in the amount of 22 pesos
(equivalent to 11.OO) each, representing the purchase price of printed
invitation cards and envelopee for use by the Lission Director in con-
nection with official social functions of the United States Operations
kission to the Philippines. hn administrative memorandum dated October
22, 1954h, which is enclosed with your letter, states that the majority
of people attending th. :)irector's official functions are important
personages iwhom it womLi2 be itproper to invite by telephone and that,
if printed forms were not used, the invitations would havc to be made
by letter, which would involve much -reater expense. The memorandum
also points out that the public funds souqht to be charged are the
JŽirector's representation all c'.vance funds.

You call attention to a decision of this .ffice, 12 Cop. en. 565,
holdin~r that the purchase of callin7 cards constitutes a personal, not
an official, expense and that, aiviropriations for administrative exye
are not generally available therefor, Also, you refer tc Title ILh,
United States Code, cection 219,'-wh9 ch pro.-ides that '""lo head of a.T
Executive Imepartment, or of an,, bureau, branch, or office of the ove
ment shall cu:se to be printad : * -> any documwnt oil matter except that
whrich is aut2!orized by law and necessary to the nublic business." :.n
vie.7 of . )ch decision and nro'rision of lz.w your letter, in effect,
requests the decision of this Office as to whether the appropriated
moneys here involved-the representation allotmance funds of the ;:oreic-n
Operations Administration-r:.,- be used to pay •for the involved printed
invitation cards and envelopes.

Jhepresentation allourances originally were au orized to officers
ad. employees of the State Departnent to ernable71 er2 properly to repre-
sent the United 'States abroad.. 22 U.S.C. 1131 T allowances are
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controlled be,4 tandardized !zcgulat:ions (Gortnmrront :'vilians,3 Foreign
Areas) iss 1 by, the `;ecretary of "'tate pursuant to .xecutive Crder
No. 10011 October 22, 19148. '.uich allowances vere made applicable
to F. U. A. overseas officers and (employees by section 527K$> (l),
Title Vp of the }Otual .:ecurity Act of 1954, 60 Stat. 657y arr1 sectioy
102 of the Mutual F;ecurity Appropriation A ct, 195, 6& 'tat. 1221. V
Section 271 of the regrulations pro,-ides in part as folloaysc

"271 Allowable ).b)enditures

"Representation allowances arm rrovided for erployees
in order tliat there may be paid on their behalf or rei-
bursed to then the cost of items of the follown character * ;

"a. Intertairaent that is normally offered by
the principal and higher rank;ing officers of the
Foreig-n &ervice at posts abroad on suchI occasions
as Independence Day or .ashirgton's Birthday and on
various other occasiorno such as visits of noted per-
sona-es or of public v-ssels or aircraft;

'lb. intertainment- that is undertaken b: ar-
civilian epluoyocs of the Unf-ted Ftates (Govcr;, x-nt
for the purpose of establishing anr :nintainin- those
in-ividual personal relationsiods Ti'-f:c.; arc neces-car'-
to 'the performnice of th.eir official J.ctics

_t thus appears reoresent.-tion allowaznce fundS are availablek ior
cxnenses incurred in connection T.-!ti. of.'icQ-l entcrktir3Cnt. Alsos
thIe cost of the nrinted .rritc.ti:cz ca'd's <n2 envc.lopcs in the circun--
stancec set forth in the lt'cers 'ro .crlv -'ccars tc bc an enIcrtzin-
r-ent cxcensc within the purview o.:: tihc I', ui t s.

' ection lX (s), Sl4tlc JT?, o: theC .utl cc'zity Act of l'3,
. 'tat. 8Tj6 n'rovidecs in part, as I'oll:':

";) ,'icrc: .s i-hereby autl orizoC to hc a..pro :riater.
to thc I-rcsidcnt for thc fiscal y.-ar 1%`5' not to exceed

3L,700,00O for all ncccs-arxr a(n-ctratvc ex)nscs
incident to carryving ot ti.ce provis-ons ol tis Act '
inoaluding expcnses for co-nensatIon, allowances and
travel of rersonnel ' andc. without regard to thc pro-
vN s ons of anmy other lav, for printing and binding! * .
f'Underscorirng suppLed,)

-2-
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aprpropriatcd f undzs to carr o.t, sectio utl Or thc . ecurit

tAct, l9hh,, and the anpro,-ri,:tiofl siown o.. O llc v03Uch-,e!' was cs4 b)_5 sed

by tr.nsfer fro..1 th;e ifuns so anrropriated. -. ccord ;ly, thlc a~ro-

priation invollveld is avlblC for nrintl-rn an(' bincLlnf cx-cnses

without regard to Title In- 5'n.ted Gtattes Code, ' cction 219.

Ihe saio funds tUus appear to be avcailab10 for exoenses o.' official

entertai.nment an,, tUre printinK.-, cor. ts t_ be incident thereto. Also, the

fundis ar- avtailale iwithout re-,arl to any other lav. for printinV; and

bindin;. i.ccordinzl~y, thc voucthers are rcturned ihereit'h and rc- ibe

certified for payment i cther.eise correct.

Very truly yo-ars,

FRRANY 

Assislnil Controller General
of U.,e ;-nited . 'tates

l~nclosures




